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genus Sorex by the same author, and a discussion of the long-tailed 
Shrews of eastern United States by G. 8. Miller, Jr. 

In regard to the short tailed Shrews of the genus Blarina, Dr. Mer- 
riam states that up to the present time 8 valid species have been de- 
scribed from the United States, 2 from Mexico, 1 from Guatemala and 
2 from Costa Rica. Twelve new forms are here added, 3 from the 
eastern United States and 9 from Mexico, making 20 members of the 
genus now known. The type localities are given and the geographical 
distribution. A complete synonomy accompanies each description. 

Dr. Merriam's second paper is a synopsis of the species of Sorex, and 
is based on an examination of 1200 specimens. In this material were 
found 20 new forms which are here described. In this paper, as in the 
first, careful attention has been given to the synonomy. 

The only genera of Soricidae included in this monograph by Dr. 
Merriam are Blarina Gray, Notiosorex Baird and Sorex Linn. 

Mr. Miller's contribution is a study of the long tailed Shrews of the 
eastern United States. The author gives in detail the history of each 
species. The descriptions include the type locality, geographic distri- 
bution, and detailed information under the head of general remarks. 

Figures of all the species described are given on 12 page plates, and 
they are of excellent quality. The monographs are the most import- 
ant contributions to the subject that have been made, and are indispen- 
sable to the student of N. American mammalia. 

Iowa Geological Survey, Vol. III. 3 — A quarto volume con- 
taining the several reports of the geological corps, with accompanying 
papers of the geology of special formations and areas. The work in the 
southwest half of the State was done under the immediate supervision 
of Dr. Keyes who contributes three papers on the geology of that sec- 
tion, and also one on the glacial scorings in Iowa. Mr. Calvin dis- 
cusses the composition and origin of the Iowa Chalk. The Paleozoic 
strata in the northeastern part of. the State, and certain Carboniferous 
and Devonian outliers in the eastern region are reported upon by Mr. 
Norton. The Cretaceous deposits of the Sioux Valley by Mr. Bain 
and certain buried River Channels by Mr. Gordon. The illustrations 
include 37 plates, a number of maps, and 34 figures in the text. We 
are glad to learn that the survey is in a prosperous condition, and hope 
that its work will be appreciated at its true worth by the State authori- 
ties. 

3 Iowa Geological Survey, Vol. III. Second Annual Report, 1895, with ac- 
companying papers. Des Moines, 1895. 



